[image: image1.jpg]





2010 - 2011


Oregon Battle of the Books



Grades 9-12
Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian by Sherman Alexie   2007  Realistic Fiction
AR level 4
Lexile  600L
229 pages
Budding cartoonist Junior leaves his troubled school on the Spokane Indian Reservation to attend an all-white farm town school where the only other Native American is the school mascot. The story chronicles his attempts to break away from the life he thought he was destined to live. Includes poignant drawings that reflect the character's art. The line between dramatic monologue, verse novel, and standup comedy gets hilariously and triumphantly bent in this novel about coming of age on the rez.
ALA Best Book for Young Adults, National Book Award Winner

The Adoration of Jenna Fox by Mary Pearson   2008  Science Fiction



AR level 3.8
Lexile  570L
266 pages
In the not-too-distant future, when biotechnological advances have made synthetic bodies and brains possible but illegal, a seventeen-year-old girl, recovering from a serious accident and suffering from memory lapses, learns a startling secret about her existence.
2011 ORCA Senior,  ALA Best Book for Young Adults

Animal Farm by George Orwell   1946  Classic/Satire
 


AR level 7
Lexile  1370L
140 pages
Orwell's timeless fable--a parable for would-be liberators everywhere, glimpsed through the lens of our own history. As ferociously fresh as it was more than a half century ago, this remarkable allegory of a downtrodden society of overworked, mistreated animals, and their quest to create a paradise of progress, justice, and equality is one of the most scathing satires ever published. 

Beastly by  Alex Flinn   2007  Fantasy


AR level 3.7
Lexile  580L
304 pages
A modern retelling of "Beauty and the Beast" from the point of view of the Beast, a vain Manhattan private school student who is turned into a monster and must find true love before he can return to his human form.
A Modern Fairy Tale

Charles Darwin's On the Origin of Species by Michael Keller   Nonfiction/Graphic
2009      
192 pages
Drawing on Charles Darwin's own words--and rarely seen letters he exchanged with his contemporaries--Keller and Fuller have produced an accessible, artfully rendered adaptation of Darwin's masterwork. This graphic version well conveys both the science and the wonder of "Origin". The concepts introduced range from straightforward to complicated, so readers still have to work to grasp scientific meaning. (150th anniversary of Darwin's publication) Beautiful full color illustrations and primary source material. 

The Disreputable History of Frankie Landau-Banks by E. Lockhart  2008 Realistic Fictiion


AR level 5.5
Lexile  890L
345 pages
Frankie Landau-Banks attempts to take over a secret, all-male society at her exclusive prep school, and her antics with the group soon draw some unlikely attention and have unexpected consequences that could change her life forever. A story about a girl who goes from being mildly geeky to a teenage knockout to . . . a criminal mastermind?
2011 ORCA Senior, ALA Best Book for Young Adults, Printz Award

Godless by Pete Hautman   2004  Realistic Fiction


AR level 4.1
Lexile  700L
198 pages
Fed up with his parents' boring religion, agnostic-going-on-atheist Jason Bock invents a new god and recruits an unlikely group of worshipers. He soon realizes that inventing a religion is a lot easier than controlling it. What started out as a joke begins to take on a power of its own. ALA Best Book for Young Adults, National Book Award Winner

Make Lemonade by Virginia Euwer Wolff   1993  Realistic Fiction


AR level 5
Lexile  890L
200 pages
When she answers a babysitting ad, 14-year-old LaVaughn meets Jolly, a 17-year-old single mother with two kids by different fathers. As she helps Jolly make lemonade out of the lemons her life has given her, LaVaughn learns some lessons about making choices in this multiple award-winning and groundbreaking novel.
ALA Best Books Young Adults
Mister Pip by Lloyd Jones   2008  Historical Fiction


AR level 5.3
Lexile  780L
256 pages
On a copper-rich tropical island shattered by war, on which survival is a daily struggle, eccentric Mr. Watts, the only white man left after the other teachers flee, spends his day reading to the local children from Charles Dickens's classic "Great Expectations." Thirteen-year-old Matilda becomes enthralled with the story's main character, with whom she feels a connection. ALA Notable Books 2008, 2008 Alex Award, Booklist Editors' Choice 2008
The Naming: the First Book of Pellinor by Alison Croggon   2006  Fantasy


AR level 6.3
Lexile  870L
492 pages
In the classic spirit of epic fantasy in the Tolkien tradition, this first book of Pellinor chronicles the experiences of sixteen-year old Maerad, an orphan gifted in the magic power of the Bards, as she escapes from slavery and begins to learn how to use her Gift to stave off the evil Darkness that threatens to consume and enslave the land. Epic saga.

People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks   2008  Historical Fiction


AR level 6.5
372 pages
Hanna Heath, an Australian rare-book expert, is offered the job of a lifetime: analysis and conservation of the famous Sarajevo Haggadah, which was rescued during the Bosnian war. Priceless and beautiful, the book is one of the earliest Jewish volumes ever to be illuminated with images. When Hanna discovers a series of tiny artifacts in the book's ancient binding, she begins to unlock its mysteries.

Sleeping Freshmen Never Lie by David Lubar   2007  Realistic Fiction


AR level 3.8
Lexile  560L
279 pages 

While navigating his first year of high school and awaiting the birth of his new baby brother, Scott loses old friends and gains some unlikely new ones as he hones his skills as a writer. ALA Best Book for Young Adults
Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes by Chris Crutcher   1993  Realistic Fiction
AR level 5.2 



Lexile  920L
304 pages
Eric and Sarah have been friends since junior high, when his weight and her scars made them outcasts. In high school, Eric has slimmed and Sarah doesn't let being an outsider hurt her. Now she sits silent in a hospital. Can Eric uncover her secret before it puts them both in danger? ALA Best Books Young Adults
Tamar: A Novel of Espionage, Passion, and Betrayal by Mal Peet  2007  Historical Fiction


AR level 5.4
Lexile  780L
424 pages
In England in 1995, fifteen-year-old Tamar, grief-stricken by the puzzling death of her beloved grandfather, slowly begins to uncover the secrets of his life in the Dutch resistance during World War II, and the climactic events that forever cast a shadow on his life and that of his family. A story about love, lies, and secrets set against the daily fear and horror of Nazi-occupied Holland. Mystery 
ALA Best Books Young, Carnegie Medal winner
Thirteen Reasons Why (or Th1rteen R3easons Why) by Jay Asher  2007  Realistic Fiction   
AR level 3.9
Lexile  550L
288 pages


High school student Clay Jenkins receives a box in the mail containing seven cassette tapes recorded by his crush, Hannah Baker, who committed suicide, and spends a bewildering and heartbreaking night crisscrossing their town, listening to Hannah's voice recounting the events leading up to her death.
ALA Best Book for Young Adults
What I saw and How I Lied by Judy Blundell   2008  Mystery


AR level 4.1
Lexile  620L
284 pages

In 1947, with her jovial stepfather Joe back from the war and family life returning to normal, teenage Evie, smitten by the handsome young ex-GI who seems to have a secret hold on Joe, finds herself caught in a complicated web of lies whose devastating outcome changes her life and that of her family forever. Historical Fiction, Coming of age, National Book Award Winner,  ALA Best Books for Young Adult
