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2010 - 2011


Oregon Battle of the Books



Grades 6-8
After Tupac & D Foster by Jacqueline Woodson   Realistic Fiction   AR level 4.7   AR points 4  Lexile 750L            153 pages 
In the New York City borough of Queens in 1996, three girls bond over their shared love of Tupac Shakur's music. Eleven-year-old Neeka and her best friend try to make sense of their world when they lose their other best friend and their favorite musician.

2009 Newbery Honor Book 

Airman by Eoin Colfer
     Mystery
AR level 5.8 
AR points 16 

Lexile  800L          416 pages                In the late nineteenth century, Conor Broekhart is thrown into prison for a murder he didn't commit. He passes the time scratching designs for a flying machine onto the walls of his cell. After two years, Conor is finally able to build a glider and executes a daring escape to the mainland.
Carnegie Medal 2009 

Chasing Lincoln's Killer by James L. Swanson
   Nonfiction
AR  level 7.5    AR points 6 
Lexile 980L              194 pages 
Based on rare archival material, obscure trial manuscripts, and interviews with relatives of the conspirators and the man hunters, this book is a fast-paced thriller about the pursuit and capture of John Wilkes Booth: a wild twelve-day chase through the streets of Washington, D.C., across the swamps of Maryland, and into the forests of Virginia. It is based on Swanson's bestselling adult book, MANHUNT: THE 12-DAY CHASE FOR LINCOLN'S KILLER.
The Ear, the Eye and the Arm by  Nancy Farmer   Science Fiction   AR level 4.7   AR points 12 
  Lexile 660  311 pages 
In 2194 in Zimbabwe, the three children of the wealthy and powerful General Matsika steal out of the house on a forbidden adventure and promptly disappear. Their parents call in the best detectives in Africa: the Ear, the Eye and the Arm.    1995 Newbery Honor Book 

Elephant Run by Roland Smith    Historical Fiction    AR level 5.0    AR points 10     Lexile 750L     318 pages  When fourteen-year-old Nick is sent to his father in Burma to escape the 1941 bombings in London, he finds himself in even more danger as Japanese soldiers arrive and take control of the plantation house.
 

In this thrilling journey through the jungles of Burma, Smith explores the far-reaching effects of World War II, while introducing readers to the fascinating world of wild timber elephants and their "mahouts." 

Elsewhere by Gabrielle Zevin
  Fantasy     AR level 4.3     AR points 9  
Lexile 720L
375 pages                After fifteen-year-old Liz Hall is hit by a taxi and killed, she finds herself in a place that is both like and unlike Earth, where she must adjust to her new status and figure out how to "live." How can Liz let go of the only life she has ever known and embrace a new one? Is it possible that a life lived in reverse is no different from a life lived forward? This moving, often funny book about grief, death, and loss will stay with the reader long after the last page is turned.


The Extraordinary Adventures of Alfred Kropp by Rick Yancey    Fantasy    AR level 4.9     AR points 10 Lexile 810L    339 pages
Alfred Kropp was just trying to survive high school when his guardian uncle gets him roped into a suspicious get-rich-quick scheme that changes his life forever: stealing Excalibur--the legendary sword of King Arthur. But after Alfred unwittingly delivers the sword into the hands of a man with enormously evil intentions, he sets off on an unlikely quest to try to right his wrong and save the world from imminent destruction. 
Fever 1793 by  Laurie Halse Anderson
  Historical Fiction
AR level 4.4 
AR points 7
Lexile 580L  272 pages  
During the 1793 yellow fever epidemic in Philadelphia, sixteen-year-old Matilda Cook gains new strengths. In a mixed atmosphere of mistrust, fear, and caring, Matilda learns to cope with the loss of business, friends, and family. She also learns to deal with the illness herself. 
First Light by Rebecca Stead
 Science Fiction
   AR level 4.8 
AR points 10
Lexile 760L     328 pages
When twelve-year-old Peter and his family arrive in Greenland for his father's research, he stumbles upon a secret his mother has been hiding from him all his life and begins an adventure he never imagined possible.   Parents' Choice Award Winner 2007


The Goose Girl by Shannon Hale
Fantasy     AR level 5.9 
AR points 14 
Lexile 870L      383 pages Princess Anidori, on her way to marry a prince she has never met, is betrayed by her guards and her lady-in-waiting and must become a goose girl to survive until she can reveal her true identity and reclaim the crown that is rightfully hers.


Heart of a Shepherd by Rosanne Parry
   Realistic Fiction   AR level 5.2   AR points 5   Lexile 850L   161 pages
Brother, nearly 12, promises to help his grandparents keep the family's Oregon ranch the same while his brothers are away and his dad is deployed to Iraq, but as he comes to accept the inevitability of change, he also sees the man he is meant to be. 
The London Eye Mystery by Siobhan Dowd    Mystery
  AR level 4.1   AR points 7    Lexile 640L   322 pages
When Ted and Kat's cousin Salim disappears from the London Eye, the two siblings must work together, Ted with his brain that is "wired differently" and impatient Kat, to try to solve the mystery of what happened to Salim. 

Savvy by Ingrid Law
Fantasy

AR level 6.0 
AR points 9 
Lexile 1070L            342 pages       For generations, the Beaumont family has harbored a magical secret. They each possess a savvy — a supernatural power they acquire at 13. On the eve of Mibs's big day, she finds herself on an unforgettable odyssey that will force her to make sense of growing up. When her father is injured in an accident, she hopes her savvy can save him. In trying to reach him, she makes new friends on an adventurous bus ride.             2009 Newbery Honor Book 

2010-11 Oregon Readers' Choice Award

 

Science Fair by Dave Barry and Ridley Pearson    Science Fiction    AR level 5.5    AR points 12    Lexile 770L

394 pages 
The president of Krpshtskan is plotting to infiltrate the science fair at Hubble Middle School in order to take over the U.S. government, but when Toby makes up his mind to win the fair, the terrorists' plans go awry.  


Skeleton Creek by Patrick Carman
Mystery    
AR level 4.8 
AR points 4 
   186 pages                  Although housebound following an eerie accident, teenaged Ryan continues to investigate the strange occurrences in Skeleton Creek, recording his findings in a journal and viewing e-mail video clips sent by fellow detective, Sarah.
 

Waiting for Normal by Leslie Connor   Realistic Fiction    AR level 3.7    AR points 7    Lexile 570L   290 pages
Twelve-year-old Addie tries to cope with her mother's erratic behavior and being separated from her beloved stepfather and half-sisters when she and her mother go to live in a trailer by the railroad tracks on the outskirts of Schenectady, New York.

