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Acceleration

Graham McNamee
Mystery/Thriller
©2003

Stuck working in the Lost and Found of the Toronto Transit Authority for the summer, seventeen-year-old Duncan finds the diary of a serial killer and sets out to stop him.

Awards:
YRCA 2006

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland; and Through the Looking-Glass

Lewis Carroll
Fantasy Classic
1854/1871

“Curiouser and Curiouser,” cried Alice. In this Wonderland adventure, Alice attempts to make sense of a nonsensical world, along the way meeting some of the most intriguing characters, including the White Rabbit, the Mad Hatter, the Cheshire Cat, and Tweedledee and Tweedledum. (The two volumes considered a single artistic triumph.) 

American Born Chinese

Gene Luen Yang
Fantasy/Graphic Novel
©2006

A tour-de-force by rising indie comics star Yang, "American Born Chinese" tells the story of three apparently unrelated characters whose lives and stories come together with an unexpected twist in this action-packed modern fable.

Awards:
National Book Award 2006, Printz Winner 2006,YRCA 2009, BBYA 2007

Book of Fred, The

Abby Bard

Realistic Fiction
©2007

Raised in an isolated fundamentalist sect, Mary Fred Anderson experiences upheaveal in her life when circumstances leave her in a foster home that opens her eyes to an alien world and a violent act that changes everyone involved.

Book Thief, The

Markus Zusak
Historical Fiction
©2006

Set during World War II in Germany, Zusak’s groundbreaking novel is the story of Liesel Meminger, a foster girl living outside of Munich. Liesel, who scratches out a meager existence for herself by stealing, encounters something she can’t resist: books. Trying to make sense of the horrors of World War II, Death relates the story of Liesel--a young German girl who’s book-stealing and story-telling talents help sustain her family and the Jewish man they are hiding, as well as their neighbors. 

Awards:
Printz Honor Book 2007, BBYA 2007

Boy’s Life

Robert McCammon
Mystery/Fantasy
©1991

Cory Mackenson accompanies his father on his milk route one spring day in 1964 and they see a car plunge into a bottomless lake. As Cory and his father search for the truth about the incident, they come face to face with the forces of good and evil in their hometown.

Deathwatch

Robb White

Adventure/Survival
©1972

A hunting trip turns into a test for survival as Ben guides a ruthless businessman into the desert.

Dreamland

Sarah Dessen
Realistic Fiction
©2000

After her older sister runs away, sixteen-year-old Caitlin decides that she needs to make a major change in her own life and begins an abusive relationship with a boy who is mysterious, brilliant, and dangerous. Rogerson Biscoe, with his green eyes and dark curly hair, is absolutely seductive. Before long, 16-year-old Caitlin finds herself under his spell. And when he starts to abuse her, she finds she's in too deep to get herself out. 

Awards:
YRCA 2003, SLJ starred review

Fahrenheit 451

Ray Bradbury
Science Fiction Classic
©1953

In a future time when government policy decrees that all books must be burned, a few courageous individuals memorize as many books as possible. A book burner in a future fascist state finds out books are a vital part of a culture he never knew. He clandestinely pursues reading, until he is betrayed. "Fahrenheit 451--the temperature at which book paper catches fire, and burns ..." 

Farewell to Manzanar : A True Story of Japanese American Experience During and After the World War II Internment
Houston, Jeanne Wakatsuki & James D.
 Houston    Non-fiction
©1973

Wakatsuki was seven years old in 1942 when her family was sent to live at Manzanar internment camp. This is the true story of one spirited Japanese-American family's attempt to survive the indignities of forced detention.

Gospel According to Larry, The

Janet Tashjiian
Realistic Fiction
©2001

This ALA Best Book for Young Adults introduces 17-year-old prodigy Josh Swensen, who only wants to make the world a better place. His wish comes true when his virtual alter ego, Larry, becomes a media sensation after posting sermons on anti-consumerism on his Web site.

Awards:
BBYA

Hunger Games

Suzanne Collins
Science Fiction
©2008

In a future North America, where the rulers of Panem maintain control through an annual televised survival competition pitting young people from each of the twelve districts against one another, sixteen-year-old Katniss's skills are put to the test. The novel delivers equal parts suspense and philosophy, adventure and romance, in a stunning novel set in a future with unsettling parallels to the present.
Awards:
BBYA 2009, SLJ starred review, Booklist starred review

Life As We Knew It

Susan Beth Pfeffer
Science Fiction
©2006

Through journal entries sixteen-year-old Miranda describes her family's struggle to survive after a meteor hits the moon, causing worldwide tsunamis, earthquakes, and volcanic eruptions.

Awards:
YRCA 2009, BBYA 2007

Long Way Gone, A : Memoirs of a Boy Soldier
Ishmael, Beah
Non-fiction
©2007

This absorbing account by a young man who, as a boy of 12, gets swept up in Sierra Leone's civil war, goes beyond even the best journalistic efforts in revealing the life and mind of a child abducted into the horrors of warfare. 

Awards:
BBYA 2008, 2008 Alex Award Winner

Nineteen Minutes

Jodi Picoult
Realistic Fiction
©2007

Set in a small town in the wake of a horrific school shooting, "Nineteen Minutes" brings together lawyer Jordan McAfee, who represents a boy who desperately needs someone on his side, and Patrick Ducharme, the intrepid detective whose best witness is the daughter of the superior court judge. 

Awards:
Library Journal starred review

Wicked Lovely

Melissa Marr
Fantasy
©2007

Seventeen-year-old Aislinn, who has the rare ability to see fairies, is drawn against her will into a centuries-old battle by Keenan, the terrifying but alluring Summer King, who determines that she must become his queen and save summer from perishing.

Awards:
YRCA 2010

